Issue 303 - 23rd September 2020

Keeping Your Children Safe
We are aware of the worries parents face, sending their children into school whilst in the midst of a Global
Pandemic. We would therefore like to reassure you that not only is Government guidance stringently followed,
all Chancel staff continue to go above and beyond, ensuring your children’s safety and wellbeing.
All pupils are asked to enter school at different gates - limiting contact with others, while reinforcing social
distancing, parents are also now strongly advised to wear face coverings; at home time this is further reinforced
through the introduction of staggered finish times. All gates are supervised by at least one staff member, each
morning and home time. Visitors to school are only permitted entry, with prior approval, and if the visit is urgent,
they have to then read and sign the school’s risk assessment.
Once in school, children immediately wash/or gel hands. During registration pupils are reminded each day of the
importance of: washing their hands, using tissues to ‘catch-it, bin-it, kill-it’ (every class has their own Sanitising
Station and ’Snuffle’ Station), and to maintain distance from others - particularly those not in their year group/
class. Pupils use their own water bottle in class, and during break/lunch-time. Break and lunch-times are
staggered, ensuring year groups remain separate from one-another (with a one-way system in operation); we
have appointed additional lunchtime supervisors, to aid the separation of classes. During break and lunch-times
every class is cleaned, and once children are back in class, toilets are also cleaned. Should a child develop any
symptoms while in school, we have a dedicated isolation room, with PPE available for staff use.
Every child has their own personal stationery pack, containing all resources required for learning (further
minimising cross-contamination with others). Desks are front facing, as per Government guidance - this is not
applicable to children in Early Years or Year One. Activities planned, both in class and as part of PE, ensure social
distancing can be maintained. We have introduced on-line systems for: spellings, reading and homework, helping
to reduce the need for items to travel between home and school. If you would like further information, or a
meeting with Mrs Blankley, to discuss this in more detail, please contact the school office.
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Term Dates & School Holidays

Important Information—Updated!

Autumn Term 2020

We sent home Data Collection sheets during the first
week, which should have been completed and returned to
school by no later than last Friday 18th September. This
information is vital in order to safeguard your child’s
wellbeing. If your child has a specific medical condition,
you will also have been sent a ‘Health Care Plan’ which
should have been completed and returned to school,
enabling staff to safeguard your child in case of a medical
emergency. If your child suffers from Asthma, an inhaler
must be available in school (in the prescribed box, with
your child’s name and dosage).

Inset Days: Thursday 22nd & Friday 23rd October
(school closed to pupils)

Half term: Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October
Term ends: Friday 18th December
Holiday: Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January

Spring Term 2021
Term starts: Monday 4th January

School Photographs

School Attendance

The school photographer is scheduled to be in school
on Wednesday 7th October, when all the children will
have their photograph either taken on their own or
with their sibling already in school. At this moment in
time, we will be unable to have younger children
(children NOT in school or Nursery) photographed
with their siblings; should this change, we will of
course inform relevant parents. With thanks for your
understanding in this matter.

Following the prolonged period of absence by several
of our pupils, from March this year, it is vital that your
child attends school (which is once again mandatory).
We appreciate, parents’ caution with regard to keeping
children off with cold symptoms; but if your child is well
enough (and not displaying symptoms of Covid-19)
please ensure they attend school. As a reminder
symptoms to look out for are:

a high temperature

a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a
lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing
episodes in 24 hours

a loss or change to sense of smell or taste

All proofs will be sent home to you shortly afterwards, with no
obligation to buy. Your completed order will then be available
just after half term, in time for Christmas presents!

PTFA News

School Bags

Many thanks to those who joined us for our socially
distanced PTFA AGM. We are delighted to
announce that Mrs Turton was once again elected
as Chair of the PTFA, Miss Darnley is our Vice Chair,
Ms Lawton is our Secretary and Mrs Atkinson
remains our Treasurer.

As part of our school uniform, children should be using
Chancel Primary School bags (available from Blue-Print in
town). Rucksacks are not required at Chancel, as children
are not expected to bring their own items in to school - all
stationery items and books are provided in class. The use
of Chancel school bags also supports our anti-bullying
ethos, while reducing peer-pressure to own the ‘latest’
design.

A discussion took place regarding potential socially
distanced fund-raising. It was agreed that we will
continue with the Christmas Card fund-raising event
(more details to follow soon). We will also hold our
annual Christmas Jumper Day, on December 2nd. A
Christmas raffle will take place, details to be
confirmed. Miss Darnley is also very keen to
organise a remote bingo event - watch this space.
It was then agreed that PTFA Funds would be used
to install a much needed KS1 Bike Shelter.

The use of rucksacks is further discouraged for health and
safety reasons, Chancel School corridors are quite narrow,
and while space is of a premium at all times (particularly
when pupils are moving around school), this is especially
relevant while trying to promote social distancing.
The only exception to the above is for year six pupils, who
have their own cloakroom - rucksacks are permitted as
part of the y6 pupils’ transition to high school. Thank you.
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Y5 and Y6 Residential Visits - 2021
As is our custom, we are planning residential visits for pupils in year five and year six. While deposits will be
requested from parents, should these planned visits not go ahead, refunds will of course be issued in full.
Y5 proposed visit to Shugborough is booked for Monday 29th March (for 3 days and 2 nights), returning on
Wednesday 31st March. The cost of this visit will be £100.
Y6 proposed visit to Standon Bowers is booked for Monday 17th May (for 5 days and 4 nights), returning
Friday 21st May. The cost of this visit will be £245 (to include transport).
More details, including cancellation dates, will be available soon. Available to pay via ParentPay - soon.

Pupils’ Flu Vaccination
NHS UK, will be visiting Chancel on
Tuesday 10th November, to administer
the (nasal spray) flu vaccination to all
pupils, from Reception to Year Six. You
should be receiving a letter this week,
with further details, including a
permission slip, which must be returned
if you wish your child to receive this
vaccination. We are asking all parents to
ensure completed permission slips are
returned to school by no later than
Friday 16th October.

Social Media Posts & Whatsapp Groups
At Chancel we strive to achieve the best for all children, at all times; however, we recognise that on some occasions
you may feel that we could have done better. If this is the case, we would like to encourage you to come in and
discuss any concerns with us, rather than using social media to air grievances.
Whilst we are all entitled to have our own views and opinions, we would like to ask that all members of our school
community consider how online comments may be misunderstood or misinterpreted, and the possible impact and
consequences on others. As responsible adults it is important for us all to consider the potential impact and
implications of online behaviour for ourselves and our families, as well as other members of Chancel’s community.
Concerns raised in this way can easily be shared in the public domain and a post on a social networking site can
reach thousands of users instantly, damaging reputations and giving a misleading slant to any issue.
Our school prides itself on the strong partnerships formed with parents and carers, helping to promote a positive
working ethos, in support of all Chancel stakeholders’ safety and wellbeing. We ensure a range of channels of
communication are available, including: greeting pupils and parents when dropping-off and collecting each day;
members of school leadership on and around the school grounds at these times each school day; the school office
(via telephone or email)… It is vital that we all work together, towards a common goal - keeping your children safe,
while providing them with the very best education.
Whilst some of these upsetting and unhelpful posts have been brought to the attention of Chancel staff,
we would like to remind all parents that they can "report" any unpleasant comments or content to
Facebook or other social networking sites. Online Safety is an important part of keeping children
safe at Chancel Primary, we are therefore requesting your support in ensuring that our children
have responsible online role models when posting and sharing content on social media sites.
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Stars of the Week
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Week Ending 11th September
1st

Y3 - Owls 95.5%

Reception Amy R & Arthur H

Reception Alfie H

2nd Y2 - Kingfishers 95.3%

Year 1

George C & Eleanor H

Year 1

Harrison W

3rd

Y1 - Chaffinches 94.3%

Year 2

Harry K & Robyn W

Year 2

Ellie -Mae M

4th

Y6 - Eagles 94.1%

Year 3

Anouk S & Miller P

Year 3

Fallon D

5th

Y5 - Kestrels 87.5%

Year 4

Arabella S & Max M

Year 4

Preston T

6th

Rec - Robins 86.9%

Year 5

Whole Class

Year 5

Whole Class

7th

Y4 - Toucans 85.05%

Year 6

Kieran D & Alexia R

Year 6

Monique D

Whole School
91.2%, which is below our target
of 95%.

Special Harvest Menu - 1st October (Prizes to be won!)
We are planning a special harvest menu for Thursday 1st October. If any child, who orders a school lunch on
this day, finds a Harvest Token - they will win a fun prize.
Roast Turkey

Harvest Feast
Harvest Ham Pizza

Stuffing
Roast & Mashed Potatoes
Vegetables

Mrs Farmer’s Margherita Pizza

Cranberry Sauce

Potato Wedges

Pigs in Blankets

OR

Festival Christmas Sausage Roll (v)

Jacket Spuds
WITH
Sowing Seed Salad &
Farm Fresh Bread

Festive Cup-Cake
Festive Shortbread
Yogurt
Fresh Fruit

Autumn Berry Cheesecake
OR
Field of Fresh Fruit Salad

Safeguarding at Chancel
If you have any concerns with regard to a child’s welfare, or would like
some confidential* advice; please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Blankley
(Chancel’s Safeguarding Lead). Never assume someone else will report it!
*if a child is considered in danger of harm, this will be reported
to the appropriate authority.

CCTV
Please be aware,
that in our efforts
to keep our
children; and our
school site safe, this
school uses CCTV.

Designated Safeguarding Lead [DSL]: Mrs Blankley (Headteacher)
Deputy [DSL]: Mrs Palmer (Deputy Head)
Safeguarding Governor: Dr J Holbrook

Please ensure school is made aware of any changes that may affect our care for your child: address,
contact numbers, parents’ living arrangements… Thank you.

