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Remote Learning!
We would like to say a huge well done and thank you to all children and their parents, for engaging so well with the
remote learning, set by teachers. You are all doing an amazing job! With thanks to our hardworking teaching staff,
who have planned these home-learning tasks, and a very special thank you to the parents/grandparents, who are
supporting their children at home, you are doing a fantastic job.

Weekly Story & Celebration Assembly
We trialled our first online weekly story (with Mrs Blankley & Mrs Palmer) and celebration
assembly, via Zoom last week. Mrs Blankley and Mrs Palmer were absolutely thrilled to see
so many of you join in (the maximum number of participants is 100), don’t forget to join us
again tomorrow at 2.00pm for story time and Friday at 2.00pm for Celebration Assembly ID 854 019 7101
PASSCODE 515875
If you have any special requests for a particular ‘short’ story you would like Mrs
Blankey & Mrs Palmer to read, please let your class teacher know via ClassDojo,
and they will pass this on. You can also contact your teacher, letting them know if
it’s your birthday, and we will all help to celebrate your special day!

Free School Meals
With effect from this Monday, we are now
issuing all parents with e-vouchers, to the value
of £15.00 per week (to be used at any
supermarket of your choice). If you think your
child may be eligible for Free School Meals [FSM], it is very easy to check,
you will then be provided with a weekly £15 [FSM] voucher, to help
purchase food items for your child’s daily lunch. If you have found yourself
in unchartered waters financially, due to the impact of the Coronavirus
Pandemic, and we can be of any help whatsoever, please do get in touch
and speak to a member of our office staff, or Mrs Blankley.

Devices Available to Support Home Learning
If you find that you are struggling with remote learning at home, due to insufficient
devices being available (or your device being incompatible/out-of-date), please do get
in touch with school who will be happy to offer appropriate support - this may include
the loan of a school laptop (or other device), during lockdown.
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Pre-Recorded Lessons/Learning
All staff at Chancel ensure the wellbeing of pupils remains a priority, understanding the
impact that this Global Pandemic and national lockdowns have upon children’s mental
health. In order to continue to support Chancel children we are providing access to a
whole-school wellbeing blog and class blogs; PSHE activities whole-school community
story time; whole school celebration assembly; along-with direct access to class
teachers throughout the day. Advice from ICO states that schools should take care
when using online platforms, such as Zoom, due to potential breaches to GDPR and increased safeguarding risks.
We would therefore like to take this opportunity to share our rationale behind providing pre-recorded lessons,
rather than live lessons, via platforms such as Zoom or Teams. Educational research denotes that live lessons are
more effective for older (High School) children, and pre-recorded lessons more suitable for primary aged
children. The Educational Endowment Foundation states that the quality of remote education is far more
important than the method of delivery.
Our teachers spend a significant amount of time carefully considering the quality of explanation in a prerecorded delivery, and can build a sequence of video clips (and other animations) helping to bring the
explanation to life for children. In pre-recorded delivery a child’s concentration is focused purely on the learning
material, as opposed to what everyone else is doing in the lesson. Pre-recorded lessons also afford pupils the
opportunity to pause, rewind and revisit explanations that they may have struggled with initially.
Perhaps the biggest advantage of pre-recorded lessons is accessibility. In many homes, there are not sufficient
devices for all children to access lessons at the same time. For example, it would prove extremely difficult for a
family of three children to use one device to access their live lessons simultaneously. However, a single device
could be accessed by all three children at different times, to complete their work via pre-recorded lessons. We
also understand that many parents are working from home, and pre-recorded lessons allow them to organise
their child’s learning around their own work demands.
We would like to end on a note of thanks to all parents and carers, who are working tirelessly to support their
child’s learning at home. As a school, we would like nothing better than to be back in the classroom, delivering
face-to-face lessons. Remember this is a crisis impacting the whole world, so please let’s keep perspective and
continue to support one-another.

Class Dojo Portfolios
This week, we are starting to use the ‘Portfolio’ area of Class Dojo. This feature allows teachers to set children
specific tasks and to then upload their completed tasks for the teacher to view. The class teacher can then
provide each child with personalised feedback, relating to the work uploaded. Some of you have already been
making use of this feature, and the responses has been very positive.
During the week, teachers will be setting their classes a number of portfolio tasks to complete. The portfolio area
of Class Dojo is accessed through the child’s account. You do not need separate login details for this. When
logged in as a parent you can easily ‘toggle’ between parent and child accounts. To toggle between accounts, click
on your profile picture icon and a dropdown menu will appear, giving you the option to switch to your child’s
account. Once logged in as a child, you will be able to access the portfolio section of Class Dojo. You will also be
able to see any specific activities that the teacher has set. If you click on the activity, you will be able to upload
your work and send it to the class teacher.
If you would like any further guidance with regards to using Portfolios, here is a link to a video from the Class Dojo
team. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XCXSBHbMIo&safe=active or just get in touch with school.
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Week Ending 15th January

Learning Warrior

Stars of the Week
Reception

Olivier, Julian, Isla, Joey, Nellie,
Charlie, Jayden & Henry

Year 1

Eleanor H

Year 2

Logan H-M & Jake M

Year 1

Year 3

Oscar K & Connor T

Year 4

Joshua M & Jacob C

Year 5

Mason T & Sean K

Year 6

Lucas & Giles

Lucianna, Arthur, Esther,
Rohan, Harrison, Alfie T,
Carter, Jasper, Emma,
Herbert, Penny, Kaitlynn,
Evelyn & Olly

Reading Champions
Reception

Penny, Kaitlynn, Declan, Herbert &
Esther

Year 1

Ava G

Lawson K

Year 2

Alicja C, Wynter & Ella

Year 2

Effy D

Year 3

Kye & Anouk

Year 3

Poppy L

Year 4

Frankie, Courtney & Max E

Year 4

Whole Class

Year 5

Rhys C, Jacob M & Vanessa

Year 5

Ellie-Rose

Year 6

Daniel G, Lizzie & Freddie

Year 6

Monique D

Reception

Daily Snack
Please can we remind parents of
the importance of sending children
into school with a healthy snack
for break-time, during lockdown;
particularly pupils in Nursery,
Reception, Y1 and Y2, as milk and
fruit are not being delivered.

Monday: Macaroni Cheese or Jacket Potato & Toppings—
Apple Crumble

Tuesday: Lasagne & Garlic Bread or Jacket Potato & Toppings
Jelly

Wednesday: Roast Chicken Dinner, Jacket Potato & Toppings
Next week’s menu

Ice Cream

Thursday:
Pizza & Wedges or Jacket Potato & Toppings—Muffin

Friday: Fish & Chips, Jacket Potato & Toppings
Cookie
Safeguarding at Chancel
If you have any concerns with regard to a child’s welfare, or would like some
confidential* advice; please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Blankley (Chancel’s
Safeguarding Lead). Never assume someone else will report it!
*if a child is considered in danger of harm, this will be reported to the
appropriate authority.

CCTV
Please be aware,
that in our efforts
to keep our
children; and our
school site safe, this
school uses CCTV.

Designated Safeguarding Lead [DSL]: Mrs Blankley (Headteacher)
Deputy [DSL]: Mrs Palmer (Deputy Head)
Safeguarding Governor: Dr J Holbrook

Please ensure school is made aware of any changes that may affect our care for your child: address,
contact numbers, parents’ living arrangements… Thank you.

Brand New Parent/Carer Forum in Staffordshire?
Are you a parent or carer of a child with a special need or a disability? Do you think you
would like to be involved in council decisions and sharing your thoughts on special
needs processes that involve your child?
Staffordshire Local Area are committed to supporting parents and carers; but understand that
they need to do more. This is why Staffordshire council are setting up a brand-new parent / carer
forum and they want you to be involved.
This forum will then work together with LA colleagues to make positive changes involving
children who have a special need or disability. Staffordshire is made up of eight different districts

and the council desire a parent / carer forum in each.
Helping Staffordshire to do this, is an organisation called ‘CONTACT’ (you might know them as
‘Contact a Family’). They have worked with other councils to do something similar and the
outcomes have been extremely positive. Staffordshire LA feel that by setting up these forums, it
will help build even stronger structures and practices for our young people and will ensure
parents have a voice. Parents and carers should be involved in shaping the processes that
involve their children – so let’s make it happen!
If you would like to find out more … please attend one of the Zoom events below:


Cannock and Lichfield: Thursday 21 January 2021, 10:00am – 12:00pm



Stafford and South Staffs: Thursday 21 January 2021, 18:00pm – 20:00pm



Newcastle and Moorlands: Wednesday 27 January 2021, 12:30pm – 14:30pm



East Staffs and Tamworth: Friday 29 January 2021, 10:00am – 12:00pm

Please contact Catherine Ratcliffe
on Catherine.ratcliffe@cafamily.org.uk who will
send the link to the Zoom meeting. There is no
pressure to speak if you don’t want to – all you
have to do for now is turn up… and we will do the
rest. This is an exciting opportunity for you as
parents/carers to work with us at the Staffordshire
Local Area – your views are really important to us.

